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QUILTS GAVE THE CALL 
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DETROIT DELICIOUS? 
PIZZA GIVES THE PROOF 


SPORTS 


45° e 28° 


THURSDAY 
March 12, 2020 


Cool, quiet; a few April 


showers today. B6 
2019 LOCAL NEWS K PULITZER FINALIST 
RERE PANDEMIC ALERT SPORTS SHOCK WAVE EMERGENCY MEASURES BULL MARKET OVER 
Virus crosses threshold, NBA season on hold; Trump restricts travel Free fall continues, 
but not too late to act. NCAA says no to fans. from Europe for 30 days. entering bear territory. 


WEINSTEIN 
SENTENCED 
TO 23 YEARS 


One victim called 
the film producer 
“a known offender,” 
saying her rape was 
preventable. A4 


Ruling halts 
asylum-seekers 
High court reverses 
order, keeping tens 
of thousands in 
Mexico. A8 


Sanders not 
ready to quit 
Way behind in the 
delegate count, he 
is pushing toward 
Sunday debate. A8 


US. troops die 
in strike by Iran 
Three deaths in Iraq 
could stoke tension 
in the Mideast 
region. A6 


Judges hear 
abortion case 
Ohio law punishes 
doctors for ending 
Down syndrome 
pregnancies. A5 


LOCAL NEWS 


Court upholds 
fracking ban 
State justices rule 
Winona County 
has right to end the 
mining practice. B1 


School talks to 
resume today 
The St. Paul district 
is preparing anew 
offer to present to 
teachers union. B1 


SPORTS 


Gophers crush 
Northwestern 
U men win first 
round of Big Ten 
basketball tourna- 
ment. C10 


Virus upends 
Twins games 
Games in Seattle 
and Oakland will 
likely be moved, 
but to where? C5 


BUSINESS 


Best Buy’s Joly, 
60, is retiring 
June move is part 
of succession plan; 
he’ll continue to 
consult. D1 


VARIETY 


Guthrie unveils 
2020-21 season 
Kathleen Turner, 
Joe Dowling and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda 
all figure in. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 
Poachers have 
killed two of the 
last three very rare 
white giraffes in 
Kenya. Only a bull 
remains. A2 


‘Things will get worse’ 


By LISA MASCARO, ANDREW 
TAYLOR, JILL COLVIN and ZEKE 
MILLER ° Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump announced he 
is sharply restricting passenger 
travel from Europe to the United 
States for 30 days and moving to 
ease the economic cost ofa viral 
pandemic that is roiling global 


financial markets and disrupt- 
ing the daily lives of Americans. 

Trump made the announce- 
ment in an Oval Office address 
to the nation, blaming the 
European Union for not act- 
ing quickly enough to address 
the “foreign virus” and saying 
U.S. clusters were “seeded” by 
European travelers. 

Trump said the restrictions 


— which take effect at 11:59 
p.m. Friday — wont apply 
to the United Kingdom, and 
there would be exemptions for 
“Americans who have under- 
gone appropriate screenings.” 
It also wouldn’t apply to cargo. 

The State Department fol- 
lowed Trump’s remarks by 
issuing an extraordinary global 
health advisory cautioning U.S. 


citizens to “reconsider travel 
abroad” due to the virus and 
associated quarantines and 
restrictions. 

Earlier Wednesday, the World 
Health Organization declared 
that the global coronavirus crisis 
is now apandemic, and Trump’s 
lead health official on the crisis 
bluntly warned Congress that 
“things will get worse.” 


WHITE HOUSE: President Donald Trump announced new 
restrictions on travel from Europe that take effect Friday night. 


WASHINGTON STATE: Judie Shape, who tested positive 
for coronavirus, visited with her daughter through a window. 


AT THE U: The girls state basketball tournament drew fans 
to Williams Arena and the Maturi Pavilion on Wednesday. 


U movesall classes 
online through April 1 


ITALY: Lawmaker Maria Teresa Baladini wore a face mask 
and gloves during a session in parliament on financial relief. 


State may have leg up 
on social distancing 


By KELLY SMITH ° kelly.smith@startribune.com 


The University of Minnesota announced Wednesday it’s 
canceling in-person classes at all five of its campuses, moving 
to online learning starting next week due to concerns over the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The U, which has nearly 63,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students, is the first of Minnesota’s universities and colleges to 
move classes online so students and staff can participate from 
home and minimize group contact during the outbreak. It’s the 
first time in the U’s history that all classes have moved online, 
which will continue until at least April 1. 

On Wednesday, officials confirmed the state has five cases of 
COVID-19, the illness caused by exposure to the novel corona- 
virus. While none involve students, U President Joan Gabel said 
the school’s “top priority remains the health, safety, and well- 


By ERICA PEARSON ° erica.pearson@startribune.com 


Dr. Michael Osterholm is a frequent flier, often racking up 
more than 200,000 miles a year. 

But as the number of U.S. coronavirus cases climbs, the direc- 
tor of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at 
the University of Minnesota is sticking close to home. 

‘At this point, Ihave now ended all my travel,” Osterholm said. 

The doctor is practicing what he and other public health 
experts preach: social distancing. This means staying home 
as much as possible, avoiding large crowds and keeping a 3- to 
6-foot distance between you and others when you go out. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, has recommended social distancing for 
all Americans ages 60 and up, as well as those with an under- 
lying health condition that puts them at greater risk. Officials 


being” of the community. 


See CLASSES on All > 


have also suggested this 


Star Tribune and Associated Press photos 


See DISTANCE on A10 > 


Cities around the world were 
banning large gatherings, and 
organizations were taking pre- 
cautions of their own. 

The NBA announced 
Wednesday evening that it has 
suspended its season “until fur- 
ther notice” after a Utah Jazz 
player tested positive for the 
virus, and the NCAA said it 

See VIRUS on Al0 > 


MN nears 
new phase 
in fighting 
COVID-19 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


State health officials are 
readying for a new phase of 
the COVID-19 outbreak in 
Minnesota, where five people 
have tested positive for the ill- 
ness — including an Olmsted 
County individual who went 
to work while symptomatic 
and may have spread the virus 
that causes the illness. 

While all five people were 
likely infected during travel 
outside of Minnesota, the odds 
of community transmission of 
the virus within the state are 
increasing, said Kris Ehres- 
mann, infectious disease direc- 
tor for the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Health. That might 
mean the cancellation of mass 
gatherings to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, she said, but 
it definitely means that people 
need to stay home when suffer- 
ing fever and respiratory illness. 

“What is concerning...is the 
fact that people are not stay- 
ing home when they’re sick. 
Even with one of these cases, 
the individual was symptom- 
atic at work,” she said. “What 
we really need is for people to 
stay home when they’re sick so 
we don’t have the potential for 
unnecessary spread.” 

The five positive cases were 
identified out of 222 COVID- 

See MINNESOTA on All > 


Kids could be key 
Scientists look at why they're 
less susceptible to virus. A10 


Silence in the stands 
Arenas will be mostly empty 
for March Madness games. C1 


Stocks tumble again 
Dow Jones down 1,464 points, 
putting it in a bear market. D1 


Hundreds lose jobs 
Many layoffs in travel, tourism 
and trucking industries. D3 


Housing groups say sprinkler mandates require money 


After fatal Cedar-Riverside 
fire, lawmakers weigh the 
costs of safety measures. 


By LIZ NAVRATIL 
liz.navratil@startribune.com 


Minnesota lawmakers seek- 
ing to broaden the state’s fire 
sprinkler mandate to old high- 
rise buildings are weighing the 


decades-old trade-off between 
cost and saving lives. 

An emotional discussion is 
unfolding months after a fire 
killed five people in a pub- 
lic high-rise in Minneapolis 
that lacked sprinklers in some 
key areas. That deadly blaze 
brought new focus on the num- 
ber of older buildings in Minne- 
sota that lack systems to knock 
down fires because they were 


built before current mandates 
went into effect. 

While veteran fire officials 
praise sprinklers as effective 
tools for preventing deaths and 
property damage, some of Min- 
nesota’s largest housing provid- 
ers say they fear a new require- 
ment would place a financial 
burden on landlords whoalready 
struggle to keep up with the 
maintenance in aging buildings. 


They argue that any new 
sprinkler requirements must 
come with state funding — an 
echo of calls that killed similar 
measures in the 1990s. 

Among them is the Minne- 
sota chapter of the National 
Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials, which 
represents public housing agen- 
cies across the state. Shannon 
Guernsey, the group’s execu- 


tive director, said they “appre- 
ciate the intent” of a sprinkler 
mandate and support it. 

“The challenge is the financ- 
ing of it,” she said. 

New calls to retrofit older 
buildings with sprinklers came 
to a head after five people died 
in November at the Cedar High 
Apartments, a high-rise oper- 
ated in the Cedar-Riverside 

See SPRINKLERS on A7 > 
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